
Torah Study for Shmini Atzeret: 
Stay With Me One More Day 

 
Question: What does it mean to ask for more time when we know that the 
ending cannot be avoided? 

 
Leviticus 23:34-36 
 

 םימִ֖יָ תעַ֥בְשִׁ תוֹכּ֛סֻּהַ גחַ֧ הזֶּ֔הַ י֙עִיבִשְּׁהַ שׁדֶחֹ֤לַ םוֹי֗ רשָׂ֜עָ השָּׁ֨מִחֲבַּ רמֹ֑אלֵ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֥בְּ־לאֶ רבֵּ֛דַּ
ֹל הדָ֖בֹעֲ תכֶאלֶ֥מְ־לכׇּ שׁדֶקֹ֑־ארָקְמִ ןוֹשׁ֖ארִהָ םוֹיּ֥בַּ ׃הוָֽהֹילַ  השֶּׁ֖אִ וּבירִ֥קְתַּ םימִ֔יָ תעַ֣בְשִׁ ׃וּשֽׂעֲתַ א֥
 תכֶאלֶ֥מְ־לכׇּ אוהִ֔ תרֶצֶ֣עֲ ה֙וָהֹילַֽ השֶּׁ֤אִ םתֶּ֨בְרַקְהִוְ םכֶ֜לָ היֶ֨הְיִ שׁ֩דֶקֹ֩־ארָקְמִ ינִ֡ימִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ הוָ֑הֹילַ
ֹל הדָ֖בֹעֲ    ׃וּשֽׂעֲתַ א֥

 
Say to the Israelite people: On the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be the 
Feast of Booths to GOD, [to last] seven days. The first day shall be a sacred occasion: you 
shall not work at your occupations; seven days you shall bring offerings by fire to GOD. 
On the eighth day you shall observe a sacred occasion and bring an offering by fire to 
GOD; it is an atzeret: you shall not work at your occupations. 
 
RaSHI 
[1040-1105; Troys, France] 
 

It is an atzeret: I have held you back with Me. This may be compared to a king who 
invited his children to a banquet for a certain number of days. When the time came for 
them to leave, he said: “My children, please, stay with me one more day. Your departure 
is difficult for me.” 
 
Henri Bergson 
[1859-1941, France] 
 

Time as we experience it isn’t merely another unit added to a calendar. Real time is what 
we experience when we simply let ourselves live, without constantly separating the 
present from everything that came before it. We don’t forget the past, but neither do we 
line it up beside the present as though they were separate points. Instead, past and 
present blend together into a single experience, the way the notes of a melody flow into 
one another and become a whole. 
 
Rabbi Shmuel Hertzfield 
[2018, Washington, DC] 
 

Our children will leave home, our friends and relatives will age, and vacations will end. 
We can never stop time, but we can linger in time. We can stay a little longer. We don’t 
have to go just yet. We are overwhelmingly in the moment, and we can enjoy it. Judaism 
doesn’t give us the power to defeat time, but it teaches us occasionally to refuse to hurry 
through it. 
 
 
 



Joan Didion, Goodbye to All That 
[1934-2021, United States] 
 

I’m not able to identify the exact moment when my life in New York ceased to be what it 
had once been. There was no clean ending, only ambiguities and second starts and 
broken resolves. It is easy to see the beginnings of things and harder to see the ends. 
When, for example, is a visit over? When does childhood end? When does a relationship 
become a memory? 
 
Rabbi Rachel Rosenthal 
[2020, Jewish Theological Seminary] 
 

There’s something unusual about this final holiday of Tishrei. Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur, and Sukkot are filled with things we’re supposed to do. But not Shmini Atzeret. 
This isn't a holiday because we have more to do; it's simply so we can be together. God 
wants us to be close. 
 
Oliver Sacks, Gratitude 
[1933-2015, England/United States] 
 

When I first learned that my cancer was terminal, it was as if I was seeing my life almost 
from above as a landscape whose parts suddenly connect. My response, therefore, is not 
frantic accumulation but deeper friendship, farewell, and attention. Terminal cancer 
does not mean that I am finished with life. On the contrary, I feel intensely alive. 
 
Rabbi Michael Rose Knopf 
[2022, Richmond, Virginia] 
 

Allow me to challenge the traditional reading of Atzeret. If the root can mean “hold 
back,” it can also mean “stop.” In this case, it’s like music: without an ending, a song 
ceases to be a song. There’s no song that does not end. In order for these days to be high 
and holy, they must end. Shmini Atzeret isn’t about resisting the end; it asks us to 
recognize that finitude is part of what gives an experience its meaning. 
 
The Good Place (TV Show) 
[NBC, 2020] 
 

Eleanor has spent the episode trying to keep Chidi from leaving the Good Place. 
Eventually she realizes: “I’d still never find the justification for getting you to stay. 
Because it’s a selfish rule. I owe it to you to let you go.”  
 
 


